
 
                                            
     
   
 
A CONFERENCE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE 
TOWNSHIP HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY 
STREET, ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, ON TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 7, 2010,  AT 7:00 PM.  
 
1) ROLL CALL      PRESENT  ABSENT 
 

Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt              (At-Large)  ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Tency A. Eason              (North Ward) ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Linda Jones-Bell            (East Ward  ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr. (South Ward) ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton    (At-Large)  _________  Arrived@7:17PM 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large)  ____X____  ____________ 
Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed (West Ward)  ____X____  _________ 
Council President 
  

           ALSO PRESENT   
 
 Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk   ____X____             _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                       ____X____                  _________ 
           Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney   ____X____  _________ 

Dwayne D. Warren, Legal Research Officer         ____X____                  _________ 
      John F. Mason, Business Administrator  ____X____  __________ 

Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office   ____X____  _________  
        
 PLEASE STAND FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 SPECIAL NOTICE:  Please be apprised anyone wishing to discuss Agenda or General 
 Items shall sign one (1) book.  There will be two (2) columns in the book, one (1) for 
 Agenda Items and one (1) for General Issues.  Each person signing the book will check 
 Agenda Items or General   Issues.   If they check only Agenda Items or General Issues, 
 they will be allowed to speak for five (5) minutes.  If they check General Issues and 
 Agenda Items, they will be allowed to speak for ten (10) minutes. 
 

2) Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. Seq., “Sunshine 
Law” has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published in 
The Orange Transcript on July 8, 2010, posted on the Bulletin Board in City Hall and filed 
in the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
3) MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
• Local 32/O.M.E.B.A.- Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt 

 
 Councilman Corbitt introduced Kevin McGovern, Union Representative 
 
 Mr. McGovern began by refreshing Council’s memory of his first appearance before 
 them where he spoke on behalf of the union, in regards to the City’s decision to 
 renege on furlough days; in exchange for the Union’s agreement to wave two hundred  
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 thousand dollars of money in which they were told had been budgeted for retroactive 
 wage increases.  Mr. McGovern stated that the matter is still under litigation but they 
 were hopeful of resolving the matter at the bargaining table.  Mr. McGovern stated that 
 they met with the City for the first time on July 7th ,at which point they said that they 
 were broke because the cut in state aid.  
 
 Mr. McGovern stated, at this time they are in phase three of the contract and have not 
 come to an agreement with the City but they want the employees to take a twenty percent 
 pay cut, in which included a five percent contribution towards healthcare. Mr. 
 McGovern stated that the City claimed to have made this decision with a heavy heart.  
 However, they recently hired two employees, Stephanie Gidigbi and John Ditinyak at 
 roughly one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in salary and benefits together, which is a 
 three percent increase of which the Union is asking for.  After being told that the City 
 wants the employees to take a twenty percent pay cut they then decide to do a 
 reassessment of a quarter million dollars which will not increase or decrease the City’s 
 revenue. 
     
 Mr. McGovern stated that the City told them that the reason for the pay cuts were 
 because of the three million dollars lost in stated aid.  He stated that days later the council 
 passed a nine percent increase to the budget which would increase the revenue by three 
 million dollars.  Therefore, that money is being put back into the preliminary budget.  
 Mr. McGovern stated that the two million dollars that was allegedly budgeted for  a 
 retroactive wage increase has mysteriously disappeared and no one seems to know where 
 it has gone. 
 
 Mr. McGovern asked that the Administration deal with the Union with honesty and 
 integrity, as they plan to negotiate in good faith but it is a two way street. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Marable 
 
 Councilman Marable stated that he stands with the Union and presenter Kevin 
 McGovern.  However, he feels that Mr. McGovern’s statements using the word “you” is 
 disingenuous and misleading, as the Council has nothing to do with the decisions in which 
 the Administration has made.  Using the word “you” may be giving the people the 
 impression that Council is in negotiation and that isn’t the case because the Council did 
 not ask for pay cuts or to hire anyone, nor were they consulted.  Councilman Marable 
 stated that the only issue that involves the Council is that of the reassessment.  He then 
 asked that Mr. McGovern to be accurate in his comments because the statement “you” is 
 misleading and seems to imply the Council. 
 
 Mr. McGovern stated that he use “you” as it relates to the governing body, which 
 includes an empty seat. 
 
 Councilman Marable stated that this is the governing body.  He stated that they are a 
 government but the word “you” does not apply to every branch of it. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Marvin Braker, City Attorney 
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 Mr. Braker stated that Councilman Marable is right, as the Council does not have any 
 bargaining rights. Mr. Braker stated this is not the venue or the forum to negotiate  
 contract agreements.  He stated that the Open Agreement Act negotiations should not be 
 discussed in a public forum, along with pending litigations.  Mr. Braker stated, while he 
 respects all members of O.M.E.B.A. this is not the place to discuss negotiations. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized John Mason, BA 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that they have dealt with the City Employees with all fairness in spite of 
 the cuts to our state aid of three million dollars.  Mr. Mason stated that difficult decisions 
 have to be made and they are not the decisions that they wish to make but their 
 predicated upon the Christi cuts.  Mr. Mason stated that he feels for the employees but 
 the decision has been removed from him and is based upon the Governor’s cuts.  He 
 stated that they will continue to deal with O.M.E.B.A. in a fair and forth right manor and 
 try to preserve as many jobs as possible, which is the purpose of the proposal put before 
 O.M.E.B.A. and other Unions. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that she voted on the reassessment but she’s not in 
 agreement of it.  Councilwoman Eason stated that we actually have two Deputy Officers 
 and one makes sixty-seven thousand and the other makes seventy thousand.  She stated 
 that there is also another ad out to hire a new secretary for the Mayor.  Councilwoman 
 Eason stated that she’s a tax payer as well, and she’s tired of hearing everyone talk about 
 high taxes without offering any solutions as to decrease them.  Councilwoman Eason 
 stated that our employees have their bills to pay and she supports Mr. McGovern one 
 hundred percent. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated that they don’t hire nor fire and this year they’re looking 
 to make an addition.  Councilwoman Williams stated to Mr. McGovern is correct with 
 regards to the reassessment.  However, she is in favor of it because the taxes need to be 
 reallocated and some relief is given to tax payer such as herself.  Councilwoman Williams 
 stated that twenty percent is extreme but there has been no budget to respond to at this 
 point.  
 
 Mr. McGovern stated that there is a preliminary budget.  Mr. McGovern stated that the 
 Council is the elected officials by the people.  He stated that it is incumbent that they 
 ask the difficult questions on behalf of the citizens whom they serve, although there is a 
 separation in government. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed Motioned to Recess. 
 
 Motion: Jones-Bell   Voice Vote    Second: Eason 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed Motioned to Reconvene. 
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 Motion: Corbitt   Voice Vote    Second: Eason 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President 
 Abdul- Rasheed 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, 
 No Abstentions and No Absences. 
 

4) RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 
The resolutions and ordinances to be presented at tonight’s meeting are listed on the 
attached Regular Meeting Agenda. If any Council Member wishes to discuss any 
resolution or ordinance, it may be discussed at this time. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated with respect to 226-2010, he asked Mr. Mason at the previous 
Council Meeting how much money was in the account and could afford to pay the two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the reassessment. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that it would be five hundred dollars plus.  Therefore, the funds are 
there to fund the reassessment program through special emergency appropriations. 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated that he’s baffled as to why none of the men were included in 
resolution 249-2010, in support of Sheila Oliver and 250-2010 in support of Women’s 
Day. 
 
Councilwoman Williams in response stated that an e-mail was sent to everyone and no 
one responded, except for Councilwoman Eason. 
 
Councilman Corbitt stated that he has no problem supporting those resolutions but he 
hadn’t received the e-mail. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Eason with respect to resolution 242-2010, why is there another resolution 
this month to add newspapers when resolution 214-2010 was passed on August 4th.  She 
stated, the resolution should have just been amended and why are we adding two more 
news papers.  She stated that there is two on the books so which one are they going to go 
by. 
 
Mr. Mitchell stated that no one had mentioned to him that any additional newspapers 
were being added and that decision should be made through the Municipal Clerk.   
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Please see the attached statute that reads: Secretary to the Governing Body. 
 
Councilwoman Eason asked who drafted the resolution. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that the Administration knew that there was already a resolution 
passed designating the Star Ledger and Orange Transcript as the official newspaper.   
 
Mr. Mason stated that they were looking at cutting cost by going with other newspaper so 
there would be options as a way to save.  Therefore, this resolution was drafted to give 
that option. 
 
Council President Marable stated that resolution 241-2010 is to rescind the resolution 
adopted on August 4th. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Marable 
 
Councilman Marable stated, is correct in what Mr. Mitchell is saying that it is to his 
discretion as to what newspapers are chosen. 
 
Mr. Mitchell stated, that he did not say that.  But it is to the Municipal Clerk’s discretion 
as the secretary to the governing body as to what newspapers should be used. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked Mr. Mitchell, who has the sole discretion as to 
what media outlet we advertise in. 
 
Mr. Mitchell in response stated that he puts the resolution in place for the Council to vote 
on. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated that the Council is to direct the Clerk. 
 
Mr. Mitchell stated that the Council will direct him by voting up or down. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
Councilwoman Eason stated with respect to ordinance 23-2010, 27 Lafayette street is in 
West Orange.  She asked if we had the authority to designate parking in West Orange. 
 
Mr. Braker stated that he was not aware that the address was in West Orange. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated that ordinance 23-2010 will be withdrawn. 

 
5) MOTION TO ADJOURN  
 

 Council President Abdul- Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adjourn. 
  

 MOTION: Jones- Bell  Voice Vote   SECOND: Williams 
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      ADJOURNMENT: 7:52 PM 
 
 
 
 
             
 Dwight Mitchell, RMC    Edward B. Marable, Jr. 
 Municipal Clerk     Council Vice President 
 
 
 MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
 Passed on September 21, 2010 
  
 Conference & Regular Meeting on September 7, 2010 
 

Motion to Adopt: Abdul-Rasheed     Second: Morton  
    

The roll call by Municipal Clerk was as followed: 
 
Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton, Williams, Abdul- Rasheed and Council Vice 

 President Marable  
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

 Absences: None 
 

Council Vice President Marable ruled the Motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, 
No Abstentions and No Absences. 
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